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§ 655.300 Purpose and scope of sub-
parts D and E. 

(a) Purpose. The Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (INA) establishes the H– 
1A program to provide relief for the 
nursing shortage crisis. Subpart D of 
this part sets forth the procedure by 
which health care facilities seeking to 
use nonimmigrant registered nurses 
may submit attestations to the Depart-
ment of Labor relating to the effects of 
the nursing shortage on their oper-
ations, their efforts to recruit and re-
tain United States workers as reg-
istered nurses and certain information 
on wages and working conditions for 
nurses at the facility. Subpart E of this 
part sets forth complaint, investiga-
tion, and penalty provisions with re-
spect to such attestations. 

(b) Procedure. The INA establishes a 
procedure for health care facilities to 
follow in seeking admission to the 
United States for, or use of, non-
immigrant nurses under H–1A visas. 
The procedure is designed to reduce re-
liance on nonimmigrant nurses in the 
future, and calls of the health care fa-
cility to attest, and be able to dem-
onstrate, that, e.g., there would be sub-
stantial disruption to health services 
without the nonimmigrant nurses and 
that it is taking timely and significant 
steps to develop, recruit, and retain 
U.S. nurses. Subparts D and E of this 
part set forth the specific requirements 
for those procedures. 

(c) Applicability. (1) Subparts D and E 
of this part apply to all facilities that 
seek the temporary admission or use of 
nonimmigrants as registered nurses. 

(2) During the period that the provi-
sions of appendix 1603.D.4 of Annex 1603 
of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) apply, subparts D 
and E of this part shall apply to the 
entry of a nonimmigrant who is a cit-
izen of Mexico under and pursuant to 
the provisions of section D of Annex 
1603 of NAFTA. 

§655.301 Overview of process. 
This section provides a context for 

the attestation process, to facilitate 
understanding by health care facilities 
that may seek nonimmigrant nurses 
under H–1A visas. 

(a) Federal agencies’ responsibilities. 
The United States Department of 
Labor (DOL), Department of Justice, 
and Department of State are involved 
in the H–1A visa process. Within DOL, 
the Employment and Training Admin-
istration (ETA) and the Employment 
Standards Administration (ESA) have 
responsibility for different aspects of 
the process. 

(b) Health care facility’s attestation re-
sponsibilities. Each health care facility 
seeking one or more H–1A nurses shall, 
as the first step, submit an attestation 
on Form ETA 9029, as described in 
§ 655.310 of this part, to the designated 
regional office of the Employment and 
Training Administration (ETA) of 
DOL. If the attestation is found to 
meet the requirements set at § 655.310 
(a) through (k) of this part, ETA shall 
accept the attestation for filing, shall 
return the cover form of the accepted 
attestation to the health care facility, 
and shall notify the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) of the De-
partment of Justice of the filing. As 
discussed in § 655.310 of this part, if the 
facility proposes to utilize alternative 
methods to comply with Attestation 
Elements I and/or IV, or asserts that 
taking a second timely and significant 
step under Element IV would be unrea-
sonable, or claims a bona fide medical 
emergency exemption from Element IV 
as a worksite using one or more H–1A 
nurses through a nursing contractor 
only, additional supporting informa-
tion and ETA review shall be required. 

(c) Visa petitions. Upon ETA’s accept-
ance of the filing, the health care facil-
ity may then file with INS H–1A visa 
petitions for the admission of H–1A 
nurses, or to extend the stay of alien 
nurses currently working at the facil-
ity. the facility shall attach a copy of 
the accepted attestation form (Form 
ETA 9029) to the visa petition filed 
with INS. At the same time that the 
facility files a visa petition with INS, 
it shall also send a copy of the visa pe-
tition with INS, it shall also send a 
copy of the visa petition to the Chief, 
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